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ADDRESS DELIVERED BY Mr. JOHN McCONE AT THE THIRD ANNUAL LONGEVITY AWARDS CEREMONY 

(from a tape recording) 


neS t^'n ^ ^ k f “ back to my very early connection with the establish- 
ment of this Organization in 1947 and 1948 when I was working very closed if?* 

S rs ss SJMsiSS - 

suited from his imagination and effort. I congratulate ail of vrm ^ l ™ l 
with this Organization for an extended period of t imp T > y U wh ° have been 
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regardless oT their 
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elation with this very unique and very capable Organization. 

-c^ G °r rSe \ iny im P ression s are , manifold. I am everlastingly impressed with 
the dedication to duty on the part of the members of this OrgSLaSon both 

ysis % he 6 ski Ilf ul r S and . abroad ‘ 1 ara equally impressed with the depth of anal- 

a PP raisal of difficult situations, the unique and daring 
operations that are sometimes planned and executed in the most skillful wnv 
and dozens of other accomplishments that have led the Central Intelligence^ 

Agency and its members to positions of great esteem throughout Se Go?e^ent 
and among all those who are familiar with the products of this ^° Vernment 

^ h6r f are threS matters that outstanding in my mind- they are 
i % th6 + P r0f r 10na11 - that exlsts ln dhis Organization; second, the impres- 
sive educational and intellectual background of those associated with this Organ 
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all of you.) belleve 18 or Paramount importance for reasons that are obvious to 

The term professionalism is impressively applied to the number of men onH 
women who are today receiving ten- and fifteL-year certifica?™ if i" eoSuv 

enif 1 SS1Ve t0 “ n0U , th - t the 5lxt w people in top command positions in the Agency 7 
oALJ sf vffhal SS’STE Central StSi^e Ag^ 7 fhiS ?Sfi s 
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today who were with the Agency in 1947. Station chiefs inHH maior nosts 
average sixteen years in intelligence and thirteen and a ha^eai^with the 

norattemnfto l statistics > and a great many others which I will 

. t a ^ tem P t t0 repeat have given me a conviction that in this Organization there 

that I 6 trie d°t P ^ ofesslonalism that exis -fcs no place else in Government. This is 
hat I tried to impress upon policymakers in this Government and upon all with 

whom I am inclined to discuss the affairs of the Central Intelligence AgencJ 

be11p ^ r ^ n ® n ° W t0 the educ ational background which I spoke of., and which I 
S ^ . B ? impressive, out of the top six hundred people in the Agency, 

Sics L jh 0 “f?" ? f greeB 0r above * 1 could g^e you a number of stat- 

istics on the educational background of the people of this Organization and I 

could compare it with the educational background of all other departments of the 

Government, and I think it would amaze you to find that here in the Central Intel 

^fSace g in C the S rf e ******** conce ntration of highly educated men and women of 
anyplace in the Government. A recent article in the Saturday Evening Post. 

quoted me in this regard, and I would, like to repeat whit I tSld Mr. Stewart 

the cZlTi r ^ a aUeSti ° n re S ardin § W impression of the personnel in 

Central Intelligence Agency. I said to him this: "In all my life I have 

never been associated with a group of men and women where I have found the educa- 
tiona 1 and intellectual background that exists in this Organization. I don't 

think it exists in any department of the Government nor do I think it exists in 
any major private enterprise." exists m 

Finally, may I say just a word on the question of security. This is a matter 

tection of °int^l ** ° f ^ res P onsi ‘ bill ty which charges me with the pro- 

ction of intelligence methods and courses. The Central Intelligence Agency I 

am convinced, maintains with meticulous care the best personnel security system 
that exists in Government.. True, at times, this is an annoyance to some of us. 

he other hand, it is a badge of responsibility in which all of us take great 
pride. 7e would not have it otherwise. There are several organizations i n g 
Government that are today reviewing their personnel security IrraS^nts because 
B event of the last year or two. I have been called in to dis- 

cuss these arrangements with representatives of other departments of Government 
a £ d * can assure you that when representatives of other departments of Government 

re ponsiSli^f 1 ^ in Wh±Ch 0Ur pe rsonnel discharge thlir 

responsibilities, not only by the Security Office itself but by all of you it is 

svstSi C onerfl+r at and & conside rable amount of pride that such a 

system operates. And this is your responsibility, not only to observe what is 

there but to improve it, and to expand it so that the Central Intelligence Agency 

inf ormati ^ development and the idling of the most sensitive 

bhab axists throughout Government can say with great pride that des- 
pite.the fact that we are the Wo. 1 target of the KGB and the Foreign Intelligence 
Services of a great many of the Communist countries, nevertheless, every measure 
is being taken that can possibly be taken to protect the information ofa sensH 
ive nature so important to the security of this country. And though we are proud 
that we are doing it and it is one of the reasons why our morale is good, it is 
something that we must always respect and build and improve. 
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So, m closing, I am complimenting you on this l6th birthday, and I am com- 
plimenting all of you who are receiving ten-year and fifteen-year awards on this 
day. I want to repeat that the three matters which I have briefly spoken of -- 
the educational and intellectual background, the professionalism, and the recoa;- 
® e ^ rlty are P er baps three of the most important assets in the 
eentrai Intelligence Agency and are three assets that you all can be very proud 
of because they. are part of you. J y 

After distributing the certificates, Mr, McCone made this remark: "We 
y° u w111 not consider these diplomas but that you will continue the good 
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